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MICHEL W. KAGAN

MINI-LOFT APARTMENT IN
MONTMARTRE

Paris 18, France

Design: 1991-95
Construction: 1991-95

This “mini-loft” is sitvated on the uppermost
floor of a one-time artists’ colony, built in 1925
by the architect Adolf Thiers. Although artists’
studios are common in Montmartre, such a
building regrouping many studios is fairly
unique. The pre-existing space consisted of a

Exterior view

small painting studio with an adjacent bedroom,
bathroom, and kitchen reached by an exterior
corridor. The double height of the interior was
hidden by a dropped ceiling. Once removed, this
space, as well as the northern exposure, facility
of access, and double orientation became fea-
tures to be exploited in the creation of a family
living space, more functional and satisfying than
the previous configuration.

Three principles shaped the development of
the project. The first was to pursue the possibili-
ties presented by the double orientation of the
main living space, in such a way that the soft
northern light entering through the studio win-
dows on the streel side would be balanced by the
direct, warm light coming in {rom the courtyard
side. Secondly, in liberating the interior volume,
the ceiling became a vault that unifies the pro-
ject, which was then “sculpted” by a series of
skylights to provide specific lighting to each of
the rooms. The third principle was to treat the
“mini-loft” as an cxperimental space to reuse
certain ideas from the projects for social housing
conceived in the office. One example is in the
manipulation of ceiling heights; within the same
envelope this height varies from 2.05 meters to
4.50 meters, offering a greater spatial richness
and livability than the standard uniform height
of 2.50 meters. Another aspect of this experi-
mentation is demonstrated by the architeclonic
furniture that permits a better use of spaces than
traditional partitions.

(transiation: Lisi Sollner)
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Architects: Michel W, Kagan, principal-in-
charge; Javier Dc Mateo, Olay Langenkamp,
project team
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Lower level plan

Upper level plan
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Section A-A
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Section C-C

Sections E-E, F-F
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MICHEL W. KAGAN

SOCIAL HOUSING, TIF3, ZAC
PARIS SEINE RIVE GAUCHE
Paris 13¢, France

Design: 1994

Occupying an interior lot of the zone flanking
the new French National Library and lying
across the Seine from the Ministry of Finance
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and the Bercy All-Sports Stadium, this project is
seen as an insertion into the new urban fabric; it
is conceived around the scale of the user but is
nonetheless influenced by the importance of its
context. the program consists mainly of 3-bed-
room apartments, each having a double orienta-
tion towards the interior courtyard and the public
park dircctly in front of the building. The three
projecting elements of the main facade, being
imposed by urban constraints, were conceived
of as large townhouses. The facades provide an
opportunity for a certain play of opacity and
transparency, while the somewhat less plastic as-
pect of the recessed upper floors, with their free-
flowing balconies, suggests the idea of ribbon
windows. The overall effect responds to neigh-
boring projects while at the same time develop-
ing an individual vocabulary. Once this relation-
ship is achieved, it becomes possible to enlarge
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upon the mastery of the block, and to experiment
with the concept of transparencies at the ground
floor. The use of pilotis to permit the linking of
interior and exterior garden spaces reinvents the
housing block by opening it to the city.
(transitation: Lis! Sollner)
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Architects: Michel W. Kagan, principal-in-
charge; Javier De Mateo, Frederick Floquet,
project tcam

Client: O.P.A.C. de Paris
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