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To the southeast of Paris facing the quays of Lhe
Seine and Nanked by ke péripherigue™ (the Pari-
sian versian of the freeway) is situnled one of the
typieal no man's land sites separating the City from
its suburhs, [ was decided Lo buikl on this type ol
sile an experimental version of the modern “cily
petimoter block."”

The principal hypothesis & that the modem
Mock has a funclional rols, thai of medialing =
varbedy of seales, secondly of strscturing a verrain
il 35 olhernise pmanphious and actively bostide (o
any 1¥pe af human cocupalion.

The project ligure % a sedudively simple squarn:
whose section lackies the problem of relating site
boundarics of different levels by eslablishing a
dotm line, This refeence becomes a “newly mods
ground”® level pmocioling existing levels one bo
amallver, The project layers arg organized about 1his
datum in an abovesbelow equation.

The northern edpe of this figure consisis of a
| wartleal right angle whicl fellows the line of the
frecway. The vertical element which reods in the
coniext of the project 2% 2 tower raised above the
datum level, is composed of two (hin reclangulsr
plunar volumes sliding relative 1o wach other The
resulling Mult line perntits light to penetraie into
the very core of the building.

The easiern plane GocOMMOdALEs  program
specific lunctions such a8 executive and cxhibition
spaces. The directors offices for each of the munic-
ipal serviees concerned are expressed hy o decp
recessed opening. The western plane which ks clad
in glos hlock protected by horizonal bands of sun
breakers cormesponcs to the soriald cellular accom-
modition wsed by engineering and secreiarial siafll

Towsards the castern edge of this screen and -
ing the Scine River is tha group of three industrial
uniis comprising wirksbops, garages and social
amenities, obove which (o318 an undulating hoc-
zomial plane. This plane anfculates o complex of
! covered closed end cpen spaces and distinguishes
these from the non-enclesed cowrtyard. This court
interposed between the industrinl nnd administras | Grerall v fron serth LR0ERE
tive functions becomes o highty tensioned focus for | a2 == ~=" T — -
the enline projecl. LR T

This is the conscious transformation of no place,
the act of transformation being an ovewal of con-
linuity, bred in the coalidence of lomomow’s
memaory. The open strwcturing of this modern
block recalls the social utopia of the Phalunsiery,
employing a Goemalized spatinl lunguage which
permits freedom ol movemend o social conlact.
Michel W, Kapan {fohm Curras, trouz)

Architects: Michel W, Kogan, principal-in-charge; A0y = e =~ = L
LPE Curran, ossistant; 5, Lelranc, iechnical i - i ; =y

assistent for sile operations Thind floar pim
Clienl: Ville de Paris/Régie Immobiliere de &
Ville de Paris
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